■ VOLUME 31

NUMBER 7

FEBRUARY 12, 2017

PAPERBACK

WRITER

Gladstone attorney pens romance series
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Gladstone
attorney is
winding down
her practice as
she starts a new
post-law career:

romance author.
Jan Leyh, who goes by the pen
name Janna MacGregor, is not
alone in making that shift.
“There are a lot of attorneys
who write romance,” she said,
ticking off a list of names including Julie James, Stella
Barcelona, HelenKay Dimon
and Grace Burrowes.
“I know some people think
that romance is this silly, fluffy
stuff, but it’s really not,” she said.
“These are strong women who
not only write it, but read it and
enjoy it and share it and actually
join together as a community.”
Leyh’s first book, “The Bad
Luck Bride,” will be released as
a mass-market paperback on
May 2.
It is part of a series of three
books, named The Cavensham
Heiresses. The series is set in
Regency-era England, the time
period between 1811 and 1820.
She said the book centers on
the Cavensham family’s women,
“and how they manage their fortunes and make their way in the
world if they’re married under
this restrictive society.”
Her second book, “The Bride
Who Got Lucky,” will be released Oct. 31. Leyh’s third
book does not yet have a title or
release date.
Leyh has been an attorney
for 17 years. After graduating
from the University of MissouriKansas City School of Law, she
clerked for U.S. District Judge
Ortrie Smith.
She then went into practice
with her husband, Gregory Leyh,
focusing on divorce, estate planning and criminal law.
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Leyh’s mother first introduced
her to the historical romance
genre in high school.
Her interest was renewed later
when she found herself alone
and crying in an airport after
dropping off her son for his
freshman year of college.
“I said, ‘I have got to get something to take my mind off this,’
and I picked up a romance,”

she said. “I read it and I once
again turned into this voracious
reader. I just read anything I
could get my hands on.”
Leyh didn’t start writing
until 2013 when she went to a
romance book convention and
took a plotting class.
“Within a month, I had that
book,” she said, indicating her
first.

She went on to enter the book
in more than 30 contests. She
was a finalist in 30 and won 10,
and managed to secure an offer
from a publisher.
She found an agent in August
2015, who eventually sent it to
St. Martin’s Press, which offered
a three-book deal.
Leyh said it’s been a fun journey for her so far.
“I think one of the things that
I’ve most enjoyed about this
is the friendships I’ve made,”
she said. “You just don’t realize
how many people out there read
romance.”
She said her experience as an
attorney has made a good foundation for her writing. She said
law school in particular is like a
marathon.
“I think that it teaches you
perseverance. You just can’t give
up if it doesn’t work out on the
first try,” Leyh said. “You have to
put yourself out there again.”
Attorneys also have to work
hard to develop a practice or
when they go to trial, she noted.
“You’ve got to try all sorts of
different tactics in order to be
successful,” she said.
Leyh said there is also a parallel between authors and their
characters and lawyers and their
clients.
At the heart of romance novels
there is a love story, she said,
and characters have internal and
external conflicts before getting
to a resolution of happily ever
after or happily for now.
She said attorneys see the same
thing.
“They have clients come in
that have conflicts and sometimes it’s internal, sometimes it’s
external, and the attorneys are
always trying to achieve the best
result,” she said. “They’re trying
to help get their clients through
a difficult time. That’s what a
romance writer does, try to get
their characters through all of
that conflict.” mo
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